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Fire Day' Furious Conlfret!
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TiHtdajr naia, JUy 1, lw2.

Ob' irknde, eoald yoe realise the afflictions
Of tiie past five day?, vo conkl almost sbed
tears of btood. S&id & nobte as alkat soldier,
vrbose vec wu wma, whose tok was tremu-
lous with TsexpressiMe emotion, whose bwrd
was matted with bk owh jrecioas Wood the
erioMOB drops were trickKBg front his wound
em then "Oh ' my friend, it k horrible! bor-ribl- e!

to see this proad army so wretchedly
pressed upon every cide, dejtraction threateni-
ng- wherever we turn ; caree a hope of extri-cati-

save that which is bom at deftair. It is
horrible" and the devoted soldier who bad
iaeed the foe all day aad far into the night which
had passed, turned into the forest to hide his
manly grief. Had yon seen his worn and hag-
gard warriors plunged wearily on the soil around
hum, begrimmed irith smoke, and some of them
stained with blood, aad had you known that an
hoar later those brave men, already exhausted
and stiffened with long fighting and weary
inarching, would be samsaoned again to deadly
co tn oat, yon, too, would have echoed my noble
friend. With all bis weariness and all his deep
distress of mind, bis sword was flashing defiance

again at the breast of the foe before the snn rode
highest in the empyrean. Oh, the gloomy
eonnteaanws and anxious hearts of those dark
Jays. Would to God such dajs had passed
away fbiwer. Oh, my countrymen, you can-

not comprehend the toils and trials of your de-

voted soldiers during those days of murderously
unequal combat conflict not simply with

of disciplined soldierybut conten-
tion against insidious thirst, craving appetite,
eafeeMrag best, overpowering fatigue and after
nghtasg and marching, and privations by day, a
sad suffering by nigbt, and fighting by days
Mieeeedtng nights of fighting and hftiras&ing
vigils, against fresh forces hurled upon them iu
overpowering masses, till exhausted nature
almost sunk beneath such fearful visitations, to
be pressed to the imminent verge of despair,
was almost too mack for human nature to en-

dure. Oh, what a glorious spirit of devotion to
country, that inspires men to conquer such dis-

tress. I ten yon, people, the smxuars of your
army have won tide to immortality. Whatever
fate betide them, their children's children may
proudly boast, "Oar Fathers were of the Army
..f the Potomac."

Tim soil of Virginia ts now sacred. It is
kntbed with the redest blood of this broad land.
Every seod of it, from Upper CbJckabominy to
the bate of Malvern IBM, is crimsoned with the
bloed of your brave brethren. The dark forests

fitting canopy for snehwofol sacrifice echo
with the wails of wounded and dying men.
There is a bloody corpse in every copse, and
mangled soldiers in every thicket of that ensan-paine- d

JiekL Side by side they lie and die
iriaMu wkh the raisenided foe whom they so
lately fought God only knows how many of
the weary ones, plunged headlong into tne
skafe ef those nines for a brisf respite
from the pressure of war's iron heel, who lie
there now to sleep tne sleep tnat Knows no waa-in- g.

But while 1 write these lines the foe press-

es hard. Oar soldiers tarn their breasts to the
ateeL Their backs are upon the river. Oh
God, shall they not statul where they now fight
sternly and so well.

There is a record of sorrow it is softened,
too, by great pride to be made how your broth-- !

ren watehed and pressed the enemy for nonlhs,
aad hew their leader bogged aud was not re-

lieved for power to conquer; how day after
jay they fought and bled can yon forget I t
Oaks, and the teetks of watching and figbf g
in view of the spires of Bichmoud 7 how ( fey

fought and conquered on Wednesday last; w
they fought and won on Thursday; how'iiay
resisted and beat back the great surging title of
i he fee on Friday, but at last, after deeds of
beioism, they were compelled to yield to over-w- h

earning power; and how on Saturday, and
Sunday, and Monday and Tuesday they
merehed, and sufered, and fought, as if every
soldier bad the soul of a hero in his frame, until
at last when nature's energies almost exhaust
counseled with theii fears, they still stood stag-

gering but unconquerable, and met the sum-ao-

to fight as if it were a privilege to be en-

joyed. These - we scenes to1 move te strongest
heart. Bof th bow creel, frieids, .that such
brave Hr Bnould be pressed almost to tha very
brink of rain. They stood up still, with want
pressing them, with fatigue crushing them, and
at every summons to the field they followed the
old Sag with cheers, like the songs of Gads.
There was a moral heroism displayed by those
wera men that will make our history's pages
shine with splendid lustre.

Bat the record. With such feeble power as I
can exart, after nicbts cf sleeplessness and Jays
of fasting and hardships no more comparable
though, with our weary soldier's troubles, tbau
the labor ol a pigmy witn tne worra oi nercu
lee I shall attempt the task. It will be neees
tarv. however, to carry you over the field and
present the salient points in advance.

THE SITUATION.

You remember that the army was pressing
bard nperr Ektbmond. Every communication
to the press assured you that it was net strong
enough to execute tne taste ior wesKS we
(cvmatoms of insufficiency of power manifestly
Uun(UMttL llut the &rmV pressed so closely upon
TUloBd.it could not be withdrawn without
tnaat rmril. Gen. McCleHau was committed to

"do ail he could" with what lie had, while he
bopad for aid. If the enemy did not reinforce
be mht accomplish his aim. Sa the wotk was
pressed, while the people clamored that it was
alew. The right wing, coneUting of McCall's
Morelt's. and Srke's divisions, less than 25,000
strong was well posted on the left bank of the
Cmckauominy, irom ieaver JJam creek to
Doint below New Bridce. Several military
bridges formed the avenues of communication
between the two portions of the army separated
by the river, llie center consisting of bmith's,
Sdrrawiek's. and Richardson's divisions.
stretched in line of battle from Golding's, on
the banks of the river, to a point south of the
Yorktown railroad. The left wing, consisting
of Hookers, Kearney's ana UouctTs divisions
stretched from Bichardnon's left to a point con
aidaraUv south of the Wilhamsburcr stare road
ji iLe borders of White Oak swamp. The
whole line was protected by strong breastworks
and redoubts. The necessary extent of the line
left bat few troops for supports. Casey's, now
Peck's sadly Teduced division, guarded Bottom
TtrWifre. the railway bridtro, and were assigned
to other similar duty. Oar line of battle on the
riirbt bank of the Chickahominy, as I have in
formed tou. Dressed so close to the tobel lines
that neither could advance a regiment outside of

orir respeouve breastworks wnuoui proyemag

on Wednosdy, June 25lb, Gen. SJeClellan
the first distinctly offensive movement, by

directing Gen. Hooker to take up an advanced
position ea Fair Oaks Farm, near the Williams- -

burg road. It provoked- - a sharp resistance,
whielt we overcame, and accomplished our ob
ject It is necessary to note this fact pgrticu
larly, because it beats stronelp upon the ques
tion whether Gen. MeClellan had then distinctly
contemplated changing iris base of operations to
James river a perilous tamg to attempt beiere .

more so bow tnat w were atttt nearer tne eae
my.. It was pronounced an "important
achievement oy lien. lcuhan nimseit, bo--

cause it gave him advantages over the rebel po
sitlcn which he had not enjoyed before. Some
lime during the night, however, tidings were re-

ceived of a movement of Stonewall Jackson on
our right wine. It was deemed hazardous to
maintain the advantage of the previous day, and
the line was ordered to resume its old position.
Thursday afternoon the anticipated attack upon
our rizht wine was made, and handsomely re
pulsed ; but it was discovered that it had not
bean made by Jackson's command. Informa
tion was received that Jackson was sweeping 1

down the Pamnnkey, probably to capture mili
tary stores at White J louse, to cut on our cotn- -

muntcabon witn our water base, and menace
our rear. Urders were given at once to destroy it
all public property at White House and evacu
ate tnat point. Matters began to assume a criti
cal appearance., aud danger culminated in the
disaster of Friday. It was then fully determ
ined to " change tne base ot operations to James
river." It seems to me this was cornnulsorv.
Tbeexny heJttffhed oof' right, evidently out--
ntimbered us in great disproportion, was too
strong in front lor us to break turougn, and ws
iu position to crush us in front and rear and,
uerhaus. intended to strike on our left riant.
Apparently his army was numerous enough for
that graud combination. The great retrograde
movement was really began Friday evening, by
the transfer of headquarters from Trent's Bluffs
to Sivage Station, but the grand oxodus did not
commenoe until Satnrdsr. and did not swall into
full proportions till nightfall Of that day. The a
history of that movement will follow in due to
course.

The reader beine sooDOsed to be familiar with
the war map, will now follow the course pursued
by the army. In order to preserve the month of
the array as far as possible, and obtain supplies
of ammunition ana subsistence, it wis deter
mined to carry through all the wagons loaded,
and the ambulance train making a mighty car-
avan vastly increased by artillery trains. There
was but one narrow road to pursue. It struck
almost due south from the Williamsburg road,
through White Oak 'swamp to the Charles City
road, into which it debouched about eight miles
from Turkey Bend in James nver. Ihe course
then lay up the latter road toward Richmond,
where it struck a little southwest by the Quaker.
road, which terminated in New Market road,
leading from Richmond. The river was but a
short distauce south, and Malvern Hill a beau-
tiful, lofty bluff, overlooking the river aud com-
manding the surrounding country, being our
goal. Although there was but a single road
with slight exception it had the advantage of
coursing through White Oak swamp, upon
which we might rely in some degree for the pro
tection ot our Hanks, itiere was great danger
that the enemy might cut us off by moving col
umns down tne Charles Uity, Central or Iseiv the
Market roads, or all three, but these chances
were necessarily accepted. General MeClellan
acted upon the supposition that the enemy would
not trues lus determination until be was able to
defeat their movements. At all events, it was
the only hopeful course, because the enemy was
watching for him on the left bank of the Chicka-
hominy. Tkeroad was a narrow funnel for such

mighty torrent of trains and men, but fortu-
nately it was smooth and dry. In order to make

successfully, it was necessary to
fight at toe outset, because it was morally cer-
tain forthat onr line of battle could not be with-
drawn from the front without sucking thenemy
after thorn so that due preparations were made.
The events wi'l now be recorded in their order,
with as much of the spirit of the perilous entei-pris- e

thrown into the sketch as I have time to
engraft. The affair at Fair Oaks farm was the
real beginning of the dreary drama. You will
find a deoeription of it in another letter. The
Mechanics rille battle was the second act, which
you will now read :

nj
HATTLK Or MECHASfCSVIlXK.

When I closed mv last communication, (2Gth
ult .) a fierce battle wa raging on the left bank
of the ChMskattoouny, on tne east sme oi .wea-

ver
to

Dam Creek. Onr extreme right wing, con
sisting of McCall's Pennsylvania Reserves, of
H.r00 strong, with nve batteries, were strongly
intrenched there in admirable position for de
fense. Information, leading General MeClellan
to expect an attempt upon bis right had been
received during Wednesday nigbt, and we were
as well prepared for resistance as our limited
forces would admit. Uen. r i jobu rorter a

corps, consisting ot iHorreii s jjivieion oi
and Sykes' Regulars, some 5.000 strong,

increased by Dnryea's Zouaves, was posted near
New Bridge, within supporting distauce. Gen.
Stoneman, had also been sent to Old Church,

ith a regiment of eavalrv and to or lniuntry,
as a corps ot observation and to check flanking
movements; or, if possible, to decoy the enemy
down the Pamankey. At about noon, a power- -

asral corps of the enemy, consisting ot den. A.
. HUl's, O. li. ilui s, iongtreet s and Ander

son's divisions te suppose to tic jaci;$on s
force under command o( Mjor General Roboxt
E. Lee, crossed tne river at Alectiauiesville
Bridge, Meadow Bridge, and at Atlee-'s- , and be
tween one and two o clock attacxeu our nan.
Tworegitnsnts of -- Mead's bugade, (MeCall s
Division,) were in reserve, and one on picket
dirty. Tbey did not at any time fully engage
tne enemy. Uen. Reynolds ongaae neia tne

ght, and Seymour's toe left. The fight was
opened with artillery, at long range, but the
enemy, anally discovering our superiority n

ofthis arm, foreshortened the range, and came into
close conflict He was evidently provoked at
his own inefficiency, since his shell were not do
s tractive in our intrenchtnents, while our gun-
ners played upon his exposed ranks with fearful
effect. The fizht seemed to increase In fury as
it progressed, and it finally became the most
terrific artillery combat of the war. I had been
accustomed for months to the incessant roar of
heavy eons, but until that period I had failed to
comprehend the terrible sublimity of a great
battle with field pieces. The uproar was inces-
sant and deafening for hours. ' At times it
seemed as if fifty guns exploded simultaneously
and then ran off at intervals into splendid file
firing if I may apply infantry descriptive terms
to cannonading. But no language Can describe
its awful grandeur. I be enemy at last essayed

combined movement. 1'ewerlui bodies oi
troops plunged into the valley to charge our
lines, but our men.ecurely posted, swept them
away ruthlessly. Again and again the desper-
ate fellows were pushed at the breastworks,
only to be more ernefly slauchterod than before
Meantime, our force bad been strengthened by.
linmith's brigade, wmeh increased the volume
ot mtantry hre, and JUarnndaie's brigade came
up to be ready for emergencies. At dark it was
evident the rebels had enough much more than
they bargained for.

Their infantry fare bad entirely subsided and
it was obvious that tbey were withdrawing un
der cover of their artillery. Our own batteries,
which had opened in fell cry at the start, had
not slackened an instant. Comprehending the
situation fully now, the cannoniers plied them-

selves with tremendous energy to punish, the
retreating foe. We have no sure means to de
termine how miuy were Hiaughtered, but prison
ers who were iu the fight, and an intelligent
contraband, who eseapedi irotn Kicamoud the
next day. and was au 07er tne held, are conn--

dent that three tnousand tell, uur loss was
otn.t.ttr lrilU.? r.nd lftHS than one hundred and
fifty wounaed. Tao conduct of our troops was
admirable, and the rauantry oi tne omcers con
snicnaos. Gen. McClelUn was not in the bstr . T . 1 3. 1 illtie, but was at uen. i oujx a jnMjiiutMJia uum
it terminated.

It was now ascertamod from prisoners that
Stonewall Jackson had rot joined-Jjee- . Hence
it war inferred that be was sweeping down tne
bauks of the Pamankey to- - sofafr Ihc public
property, and cut off our retreat In Cbat direc
tion. Uh. stonomans comhwhu- - was movw
swiftly down to watch operations; there, and or--

ders were issued for the removal, or destruction I

of all Dnblic stores at the White lloese. The
sitofttioR. annarentlv ulacid on the surface, do
veloned a troubled under-curren-t. Gen. He-- 1

Clellan directed Gen. McCall to fall back and
take up a new position in front of out military
bridges to resist an attack, which ivas antici-
pated next day ( B'riday ) It was thought if the
enemy was not successfully repulsed' he could
ie drawn across our bridges upon our own
terms, whero ho could be roughly handled. The
command watgiveu to Ga. Fits John" Porter,
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who intrn1Wl tho troons already motitioned-

supported by a powerful train of artillery, regu
lar and volunteer. -

Meantime all the trains and equipage of the
right wing were withdrawn to Trent's Bluff, on
the right bank of the river, daring tho night,

nM AI1TU?or1 WOTO POnVfiVfld tO UlU llOSPlUl
9) SaM itiiinn to ha dosorted. alas, to tho
enemy they had beaten. All these facts indi
cated danger. But other evidences of it wero

not wanting.
PREPARATIONS FOR RSEWED CONFLICT.

l!r davlio-h- Friday morningr Gen. McCall
had fallen back to tho rear of Gaines' Mill, and
in front of AVoodburv's bndgo, whero he was
posted, his left joining the right of Butterfield's
Hriottri. rwitinf- - in tho woods and near the
swamns of Chickahominy. Morell was on his
riotht. in i1b center, and Gen. Svkes. command-
in 501KJ refulars and Durvea's zouaves held
the extreme right the line occupying crests of

ill nar tha New Kent road, some distance
oast bv south of Gaines' Mills. A portion of
the position was good, but judicious general-
ship might have found n better and especially

might have been amended by posting the left
nanK upon a swamp wnicu was impussuuio u"
yond poradvonture. Besides, tho line was so
disposed that it was next to impossiblo to use
our artillery advantageous tho very arm iu
which we have enioyed undoubted superiorly.
.Nothing definite had yet been heard of tho ene
my, but it was assumed mat ne . woum appear
stronger than yesterday, Accordingly, uen.
Slocum's division (about SOOOstrong) was moved
across the river to support Porter, although it
was deemed hazardous m consequenco ot a
pending attack alone our whole front. But
there was no alternative ; Gen. MeClellan had
only so much material, and it was imperative
that he should use it according to unavoidable
necessity. Thus far I carry the reader in this
history The" story of the battle is narrated by

friend, to whom I had intrusted the right wing,
secure the benefits of x division of labor. He

writes of the
BATTLE OF fiAINHS'. MILL, FRIDAY, JUNE 27TIL

Tho battle openod about one o'clock by skir
mishing, particularly in front of Griffith's brig-
ade, near the mill, and by an artillery attack
from the battery planted in tho orchard near the
Gaines House. Tue enemy felt our position
rapidly, and along the whoio lino at the same
time, showing that he was in full force. By two
o'clock there had been several conflicts between
opposing regiments, without any particular re-

sult, save that our men steadily maintained their
line. About this time Gen. Griffith's brigade,
whose front was covored by Berdea's sharpshoot
ers, advanced through to the edge ot tho woods
toward Gaines' mill, and made tho first import
ant opening of the battlo. Tho enemy at once
replied. The t)th Massachusetts. Col. Cass, a
strong and brate regiment, with the 4th Michi
gan aud 14th iNew xork, had the principal posi
tion. TheGSd Pennsylvania took position on
the extreme right, whero tho enemy appeared
very strong, Weeden's Rhode Island battery,
from position in rear of the wood3, plied shell
and solid shot with accuracy and f ffbet. This
was the earliest collision between our forces and

enemy.
ON THE RIGHT.

The action immediately began with vigor on
the extreme right, held by. Gen. Sykes' division,
composed of Gen. Warner's, Col. Buchanau's
aud Col. Chapman's brigades. These brigades
supported Weed's, Edward's and Tidball's bat
teries, all regulars. The enemy attacKea very
fiercely, charging repeatedly, but were as often
repulsed.

ON THE LEFT.
The enemy delayed their assault npon our left

some time, though Martindale's brave fellows
who were exceedingly well posted, gave them
several very destructive volleys, which caused
thorn to recoil with shattered columns up over
the hill, down which thoy had. advanced. A
brilliant episode occurred on the left of Martin-dale'- s

brigade, whore the 13th New York, and
the fire-pro- and scarred veterans of the 21
Maine were posted. A brigade of Alabamians
moved up over tho crest of a lull in splendid
style: oven, ready aud rosolule, with arms at

shoulder shut, ready lor a charge. " Up
aud at tfiem, was the word along our Hue, and
the two regiments which had lain concealed in
the low growth of timber in the valley, sprang

their feet, and one piorcing, terriblo volley ot
death-dealin- g minnies was poured into tho ranks

the confident enemy.
The grey coats tied in terror and dismay, dis

charging only a few random shots. The range
was so close that the whites ot the eyes ot the
rebels could almost be distinguished. The hill
was cleared as though swept by a hurricane.
One nf the regiments left their colors and battle
ttsg upon the held. Ihe regimental color was
secured by Col. Roberts, of the 2d Maine, and
the battle 'flag by Cant. Sullivan, of tho lSlii
New York, who followed the retreating enemy
and secured it. Capt Sullivan found the field
literally covered with tho rebel dead, there being
oyer eighty near tho spot whero the colors fell.

butterfield's drigade.
The gallant men of the famous light brigade,
already stated, bad the important position of

the extreme left of our line. Their right rested
near the New Bndgo road, and their loft extended
into the woods, ioiniug Martindale's right.
They wero somewhat sheltered by a ditch fence,
and, when in position, looked hp tho hill through
an open field, on tho top of which the 3nemy
took position. They formed in line of battle,
the 44th New York supported by tbo lGth Midl

and the Kid r'ennsylvonia by the lztn
New Yoik. The 17th New York, of this brig-
ade, as noted elsewhere, had been sent on
special duty to another point. Allen's Massa-cbuseU- 's

battery took up a position on tho light
tho brigade, and battered the enomy fiercely.

AT THREE O'CLOCK

The action had become goneral along the
whole Hna. Stonewall Jackson's column had
formed ajunction with Lee, and soon attacked
onr rigct with great vigor and. pertinacity, but
be mot a galling fire from Edwards', Martin's,
and Wcedin's batteries, which sent him reeling
back in disorder. Again ho gathered his col-

umns, supported them by fresh troops, again ad
vanced, extending his lines as it to name our
right, aud renewed tho attack with greater fo

rocity than ever, to bo again repulsed with ter
rible slaughter, bykes' regulars ana warrens
brigadein which ore tbo Duryea Zouaves and
Beadix's lOthNow York regiment played a bril
liant part in this portion of tho engagement,
the Zouaves osnecially fighting With a despera
tion aad tenacity only to be expected irom seen
sunener men. Xhoy suttered largely., tueir pe
eunar uniform being the especial' mark of ten
thousand rebel soldiers.

THE FLANK MOVEMENT

o the enemy against our right uiu not suc
ceed. We extended our line at the samo time.
and when Jacksen was repulsed tho third time,
he withdrew Irom that part ot the held and did
not renew tne attempt.

ON THE CENTER.
The tactics of the enemy were soon apparent.

It was in massing troops and making sudden
onslaughts on tins, and then on that portion of
our cohtmns, by which ho expected to break
them somewhere, and defeat if not rout us. His
next movement was against our ceater. Part
of Jackson's column, reinforced by.a large body
from Hill'-- division, now made a desperate onset
against the center, the north Carolina regiments
being placed in front.'bnd literally compelled to
fight. Hero the conflict was long and bloody,
and raged for noarly two hours with great vio
lence. The columns surged backward ana tor- -

ward, first one yielding and then the other- - An
idea of tho great magnitude of this .portion ot
the fight may be obtained, when I Say. that this
part of tho line was successively reinforced by
McCall's reserves, the brigades of Gens. New

Col. llarttett and Uol. Taylor, ot blocum s
division, and if was not until the last fresh brig
ade was hutlwl .against them that they were
beaten back. In this part of the engagement
wo took about fifty prisoners who said that in
liist that part of tho engagement the entire Torre
of Longsteet'a and Hill's divisions, and a part
of Jackson s column, participated, l'rohauiy
tha most desperate fighting of the day took
placo upon this part ofbur lines and at this time,
Here it was that we suffered our heaviest losses,
and the field presented a most sauguinary hue,
The fighting was principally done by musketry
a thick pine woods intervening between our bat-

teries and tho enemy preventing tho former from
getting the range of tho latter.

Many of our regiments saffered here to tho
extent of one-thir- d of their men. But neatly all
of Ibam'fetooa their gropnd with firmness, be-

having most gallantly. Particularly was this

the case with the 9th Massachusetts, tho 4th
Michigan, the 14th New York, of Griffin's bri
gade ; the 95th Pennsylvania, of Gen. Newton's
onguue; auu me iinu now iuiu, uj uui.
lett's brigade. Tho d Pennsylvania, of Grif-

fin's brigade, met an overwhelming force of tho
enemy, who took them on the'flank, add, after a
desperato resistance, they succeeded in Tepulsing
the regiment, killing the colonel, Samuel W.
Black, and wounding Lieut.-Co- l. Sweilzer. The
regiment broke nud retreated, and was the first
to come off tho field in disorder, tho men fright
ened and nanlc-stncke- n at the death of their be
loved colonel. Tho regiment wes not roformed.

MOVING ON TllE LEFT.
--Finding he could not forco our conter, tho en-

emy gradually threw his columns against our
left, pressing Martindale's right wing very hard,
where he met a gallant resistance from the 22d
Massachusetts and 2d Maine regiments, as bravo
veterans as ever sLouldered a musket.

A FIERCE ATTACK.

Suddenly tho everlasting roar of musketry in
creased iu volume toward tho extremo lett, nna
tho conflict seemed to grow fiercer than at any
previous time. This was about six o'clock, aud
as I galloped over the field. I looked hack and
around upon tho most sublimo scene that the
fierce grandeur and terriblo reality of war over
portrayed. Tho thousand continuous volleys of
musketry seemed mingled into the grand roar of
n groat cataract, while the louder and deeper
discharges ot artillery bounded forth over those
hills and down that valley, with a volume that
seemed to shake tho earth beneath us. The
canopy of smoke was so thick that tho sun was
gloomily red in the heavens, while the clouds of
dust in the rear, caused by tho commotion of
advancing and retreating squadrons of cavalry,
was stifling and blinding to a distressing de-

gree. That memorable scone will never be ef-
faced from my recollection, and it seemed most
like a battle ftdd of any representation, either
real or upon canvas, that I ever saw.

OUR LEFT LINE BROKEN.

For one hour and a half our left line withstood
this terrible shock of battle. Brigade after brig-
ade of tho enemy was hurled against out devoted,
daring, dying heroes. Bntleiiield, with hat in
hand, railed, cheered and led his men forward
again and again. Though decimated at every
discharge, losing heavily in ofiieers, and with
an overwhelming force in front, they still con-
tinued to fight. The gallant Col. McLano and
Major Nagle, of the 83d Pennsylvania, fell
de&thstricken, while line officers wero stricken
down by scores, and men by the hundred. But
they wavored not. Without a single reinforce-
ment, from first to lost, this gallant brigade
fought on, cleared its front from the enemy tune
after time, until suddenly they found themselves
outflanked on the right, the enemy breaking
through Martindale's left, aud came surging
down tho hill to cut off and capture the strug
gling brigade. They thus saw it was in vain to
longer continue. The right wa3 giving away
rapidly, and black crowds of retreating men
could be seen making their way toward the
river. " Onco more, my gallant men," cried the
brave Butteifield, and, rallying again, tho men
cut their way through tho opposing host, which-no-

assailod them in front, in flank and in rear.
and fell back upon tho river, crossing upon tho
remains of Emerson's bridge, which had been
blown up by our forces during the fight, and
gathered togethor their scattered columns in tho
camp of Smith's division, found that they num-
bered only fifteen hundred, with Lieut.-Co- l.

James C. Rice, who had again signalized him
self for heroic bravery, as tho senior officer in
command. A part of the brigade had been
withdrawn by tho right flank, and with them
General IJutterficld, who, notwithstanding the
thousand dangers that ho risked, escaped un
harmed, one bullet having passed through tho
rim of his hat, and another bent his sword
double.

THE ENEMY CHECKED.

When the left gave way, tho center, and
finally the right was also pressed back, and the
retreating columns soon became mingled into
one black mass of troops. The infantry sup
ports having fallen back, Allen's, Weeden's
Hart s and Edward s battories wero left ex
posed, and all of tbam loat arma-
ment. Most of Martindale's brigade were ral-

lied within thirty rods of tho enemy, tinder a
heroic call from Col. Roberts, cf tho 2d Maine.
but he was not supported, and then continued
to tall back with tho troops. When the ordor to
fall back reached the middle hospital, one of the
three houses, about eqni distant from each other,
on the ' road to Woodbury's bridge, quite a
stampede took placo among the stragglers who
utiu more cuugrogaieu, must ui mem Deing men
who had been detailed to bring in the wounded
from their regiments, and who had failed to re
turn, lhoy made a rush tor the bridge, . fol
lowed by some of the troops, but before thay
reached tho last hospital near the end of the
bridge, they wero speedily and summarily
checked. About seven o'clock Meagher's and
French's brigades crossed tho bridge, and ad-

vanced at double-quic-k bp the hill, forming in
line of battlo beyond the hospital, and swoop-
ing up the stragglers with a round turn. Grif-
fin's and Martin's batteries likewise did good
sorvicein checking the advance of the onemy,
pouring canister into their ranks with terrible
effect. Probably the greatest carnage of this
bloody day was produced by tho incessant dis
charges of double-shotte- d canister from the
bronze Napoleons of Martin's battery. He had
taken up a position in the hollow between two
small hills. The enemy advanced from the op
posite side in solid column, on double-quick- ,

with arms at right shoulder shift, not being
able to see the battery until they reached the
crest of the hill, within one hundred yards of it,
when Martin opened a bitter surprise upon
them sweeping them from the field like chaff
before a storm. Twice again they formed, and
advanced, their officers behaving splendidly,
but it was useless, Martin s fierce leaden rain
being too terrible to withstand. The advance
of tho trosh troops navmg enecirea tno onemy,
and night coming on, the conflict ceased, and
both parties quietly lay on their arms.

A NOBLE RALLY.

The brigades of Gens. French and Meagher
did not get tnto action. I hey formed in the rear
of onr broken columns, and did excellent sor- -

vice in checking the flight of many panic strick
en stragglers and demoralized troops. tie ene-

my quickly perceived the arrival of fboso fresh
troops, ana ueiug at iuc sumu muu iuujcui w
guUing Ulo Ul cauuwi JIUIU viiuubu a auu um- -

tin's batteries, soon withdrew his lines into the
woods whence ho had issued, and quiet soon
prevailed. But in almost les3 timo than it takes
1 .. ... .r .,.;i.nA.tto Write 11, a oueue u iiiurauwauio
nf mino-lo- confusion, and direful disorder, had
been obliterated; yes, literally crushed, and
immnarfttiva order restored out of almost chaos,
by the prompt, energetic and fearless action ot
bravo officers. As the rushing and retreating
tide began to pour precipitately toward the
bridge, a dozen officers in my own sight drew
their sabers and pistols, placed themselves in
front of the straggling crowd, and every devico
that physical and mental nature could invent,
rallied and formed column after column of men
from the broken mass that swept over tho plain.

There arq some facts which my inend uiu not
incorporate in his sketch. Hut there was no
time nor opportunity for he or others to indite
history in the midst of public distress. Calami-
ty brooded over all. Few had opportunity to
rest, not many could find wherewith to appease
hunger, and mind as wcu as body was amicieu.
Both were jaded and reduced. Lo33es we were
obliged to estimate. Official reports, there wore
none. Of material Fitz John Porter's cemmand
lost twenty nieces of artillery, and the arms,
with accoutrements, which bolonged to men
who wore lost. Of dead, wounded and missing
thorn wern 7.000 or nnwards. Col: Edmund
Pendloton, of a Louisiana regiment, (Col. P
formerly resided in Cincinnati.) who was cap
tured on Monday, June 30th, assured me that
on that dav tho robels captured 4500 prisoners
Our dead he estimated from examination of the
field, at 300. Of tho wounded there is no ac-

count. It is reported that the rebel loss is still
more awtui.

Tt is claimed that the battle was badly man
aed. This is no tima for criticism ; besides,
the data is not absolutely reliable. It is certain
we wero beaten in Btrateev and grand tactics.
Indeed. I am compelled to admit that the enemy
thpre. as elsnwlierfl-tlisnlftve- skill in the science
of battles which does not always distinguish our
leaders. They seldom use a battlo with insuin
cient forces, and they handle masses in a master
ly manner. Thus, on Friday, while our men
stood and foueht in line for hours without re
unite, tho rebel leaders incessantly rushed in

.fresh troops, relieving those who were jaded or

beaten, so that it was painfully apparent, before
our bravo fellows gave way, that they must
finally break boforo that ever-surgin- g tide. One
otfler error was perceptible, our officers seemed
to fight not so much to win victory as to display
the courage and endurance of our soldiers. In
stead of standing fast in secure cover of forests,
that the enemy might uo compelled to hght on
our terms, they advanced into the open fields
and were cut down by scores by the more crafty
foe. lint we were beaten. It was a melancholy
satisfaction to know that we occupied the held
of battlo after the conflict was ended. We had
about 30,000 men engaged, perhaps 35,000.
The enemy had four divisions employed, besides
Jackson's admirable army of 40,000 or 35,000
disciplined troops.

We had fourteen batteries 84 pieces in tho
field, and often not half could be used to advan
tage. Martin's, lidball s and Weeden s were
mo3t serviceable. Tidball's was on the extreme
right, and, to tho enemy, was an object of spe-
cial attention. Lieut. Col. Denniso'n, son of ex-

Governor D., had charge of one section of the
battery, and his captain complimented him for
his conduct, ihe conduct ot the outire torce
that day was admirable. The regulars, who had.
previously complained of restraint, had tuil
scope, and they fully theirancient
tame.

Duryea's Zouaves, clad in crimson breeches
and red scull caps, emulated their rogular com
rades, winning tho admiration ot the army.
Pui they suffered terribly, their conspicuous
uniforms drawing uponlhetn an awful fire when-
ever thoy appeared in tho field. But volunteers
and regulars alike won glory ou that bloody
field.

BATTLE IN FRONT.
Meantime, while tumult raged over in the for

est, excitement was scarcely less thrilling in
front. Battle was imminent on the entire line
all tho day long. There were incessant flurries
on the picket lines and no respite for any. Men
stood in line of battlo at tho breast works from
day break well they hate been under arms and
under fire ever since, as they had been during
the twenty-seve- n preceding days and nights.
The world never before witnessod more devoted
courage.

Smith s division at uouldm s, on tho edge of
Chickahominy valley, and Sedgwick's on his
left, occupied the most sensitive point1 on the
whole line, sinco Fair Oaks. They threatened
the key of tho rebel position before Richmond.
Hancock's and Burns' brigades held the most
exposed lines. Tho former had taken a critical
position in front ot his latrencbments with a
strong battery. It was altogether probable the
enemy would attempt to drive him back. The
afternoon was wearing away wearily without
serious demonstrations, and we had begun to
suspoct tho enemy of some sinister design in re
maining so undemonstrative. It was probably
four or five o'clock, however, when, without
premonition, a strong force pressed strongly
upon Gen. Burns' picket line. He sent word
instantly to Hancock to prcparo for action. The
latter was vigilant, but he had hardly received
the message, before a rebel battery ot heavy
guns opened a furious storm of shell upon him:
A moment later a strong brigade pounced upon
his pickets, pressed them in irresistibly, and
dashed at his battery. Burns was also at work.
His pickets had fallen back to their strong sup
ports, and a warm battle was in progress in the
woods. The bullets rattled briskly among our
camps, but tho combatants generally remained
invisible from the main line of battle. The
scene was now exciting in the highest degree.
burns was working a dozen mpoleons and rar-rot- s

; Smith's batteries were burling shells fast
and furious, and the rebel guns wore howliug
away as merrily. The air was filled with burst-
ing shells and suffused with sulphurous smoke,
while the forests were obscuroa with musket mist.
Our picket reserves, however, held their ground
manfully, and the enemy was briskly driven
back, our lads yelling at them triumphantly.
Hancock was victorious after a bitter hght, in
which two Georgia regiments were almost cut to
pieces. Our loss, though not half so great as
that of tho enomy, was one of the smartest and
most mischievous of Southern politicians, Col.
J. Q. C. Lamar, of the 1st Georgia regiment,
once member of Congress. 11 is heutenant-colo- -

xtel wa ahoavrilnrsfl. - - .

lint apprehensions auout sorter s came uaa
distressed officers all along. It seemed apparent
that if the enemy defeated him, ruin threatened
us from the rear. An attack in front indicated
a disposition on the part of ,tke rebels to force
the issue we now deprecated. It was a grateful
relief to drive them back in front so easily. All
our supports had been sent to Porter. Wo had
no more than men enough to hold the front. It
would have been madaess to have contended
with an equal force of disciplined troops in front
and roar. There would have been no alterna
tive but hasty retreat at the sacrifice of most of
our equipage and siege train, with the butchery
of thousands of our troops.

By this time, sunset, tidings ot a gloomy
character had been received from Porter. Not
much later the extent of our misfortunes was
partially comprehended by officers. For the
nrst time we uearu u nuupu ui a bbjiuuo

on the part of Gen. MeClellan to
" cliangc his base of operations (?) to James
river." It was considered a most critical move
ment especially under compulsion. You have
already heard some, and you will hear many
more explanations of this calamitous but neces-
sitous plan, but I sincerely believe it never
would have been attempted nut ior tne atiocir on
our right wing. This question, however, will
be the subject ot controversy; xsuaii, there-
fore, withhold consideration of it in detail until
more favorable conditions offer.

'-
-T PREPARATIONS FOR RETREAT.

Even before Porter had been driven back, I
was struck with the singular operations at gen-

eral headquarters. I discovered that thoy were
being removed to Savage's Station, and a com
petent othcer explained graveiy tuas n was
thought advisable to go there, although it was
in tbo rear of our left wing. After dark there
were other ominous symptoms ; genorai omcers
confided to their staffs their fears of coming dis-

aster. Even with tho best disciplined troops,
and undor favorable auspices, to change a plan
of operations in the face of an enemy, is regard-
ed by military authorities as on-- i of tho most
dangerous enterprises. In our situation it was
a case 01 uesperauuu. Huuuunmi.Oiioi.uuiu
not hold our positions against an enemy in front
and rear longer than supplies on hand would
hist. An attempt to cut through lines of in--

trenehments and powerful redoubts, delended by
a numerouj and desperate

.
enemy,

.

would have
i i r ? fbeen madness, we naa no nope oi reiniorce-mBnt-

Besides, it was now too lata for them
to form a junction with us, either by the Rappa-
hannock route or by York river, since they ;rould
be cut off inevitably. There was Dut one ex
tremely perilous alternative, ihe army must
fall hark nn James river. A hope was enter
tained that tho onemy would bo deceived into
the belief that wo designed to tan dsck to tua
White House. Preparations were accoraingiy
begun. Porter's command crossed the river
TOithnnt nnnoailion.

During tho night, our bridges wero blown up
and the crossings wero barricaded and defended.
ttWm' linn, which was on the extreme left rest
ing upon White UaK owamp, was pruiuugeu
and our artillery and transportation trains wero
ordered to prepare to move forward. That night,
Gen. Casey was also directed to destroy all pub
lic property at the White iious.o inai cuum wit
be removed.'and to transport the sick and wound-

ed to a place of safety, to retire himself, and re
join tho army on James nver. bnday niht
was thus actively ana moumiuuy passou. j.u.u

troops were ignorant ot tne status, auu ii was
desirable to conceal the truth from them. It
was feared the enemy might attack on Saturday,
and every preparation was maae to rosisi sui
cessfully. Our defeated right was disposed on
Trent's Bluffs, whore the enemy's crossing
might be successfully-opposed- , and by day light
our main body of supporters, after a seyero
night, resumed their original position. Tho night
of Friday, June MI, was gloomy, uui n waa ic- -

licity itself, compared whu tuose ui omuiu.jr,
Cnrloir Mnnrla-i- nnd Tuesday.

Saturday morning loomed upon us hotly and
choerlessly. Until 0 o'clcck not tho sound of a
hostile gun disturbed tho dread silence. The
nrnfonnrf stillness of morning became so op

pressive that tho dull report of a musket on the
borders wouia navo own i;uiuiiuio uu.-ness- .

About 9 o'clock this anxiety was re
lieved by an awful cannonade opened upon
Smith's nositiou from two forts in Garget's
gi,i httrvatFitz John Porter's old post
tion, and another below It, on the left bank of

and compelling him to abandon thorstrongest
nn our whole line. The firo

UtthUat vwv w

was terrible. I can describe its lines fairly by
comparing it with tho right lines and angles of
a cuess board, bmitii tell back to tho woods, a
few hundred yards, and throw up breastworks
out ot range. The enemy, content with hi3
success, ceased firing, and quiet was not dis
turbed again that day. The silence of the ene
my was explained to me that night by a negro
siave, who nod escaped from his master at head
quarters in Richmond. He said a dispatch had
been sent by Jackson to Magruder, who re
mained m eommand in front of Richmond, ex
presses thus : " lie quiet. Everything is work
ing as well as we could desire!" Ominous
words !

I now proceed to Savage Station. I shall not
attempt to describe the sombre picture of gloom.
confusion and distress, which oppressed ma
there. I found officers endeavoring to fight off
me true meaning. Anxiety at headauarters was
too apparent to one who had studied that branch
of tho army too sharply to bo' deluded by thin
masks. Other external signs wero demonstra-
tive. The wretched spectacle of mangled men
irom yesterdry's battle, the weaned, hagr-ar- d.

andsmoko begrimmed faces of men who had
fought yesterday, were concomitanhi of nvnrv
field, yet they formed tho sombro coloring of tie
ominous picture ocroro me. Then there were
hundreds who had straggled from the field,
sprawled upon every space where there was a
shadow of a leaf to protect them from a broiling
sun ; a hurry and tumult of wagons and artillery
trains, enaiess almost, rushing down the roads
toward the new base, moving with a sort nf or
derly contusion, almost &s distressing as panic
itself. But I venture that few bf all that hasten-
ing throng, oxceptingold officers, understood the
misfortune. Strange to say, that even then, al-
most eleven o'clock, communication with White
House by railroad and telegraph was interrupted,
but sood after eleven tho lines ceased to vibrate
intelligibly.

From headquarters I passed along our lines.
The troops still stood at the breastworks ready
for battle ; but it was ovident they had begun
to inquire into the situation. Some apprehen
sive officers had caught a hint of tho mysteries
which prevailed. The trains were ordered, to
move, troops to hold themselves in readiness to
march at any moment. So passed that day,
dreadful in its moral attributes as a day of pes-
tilence, and when night closed upon tho dreary
scene, tho enterprise had fully begun. Endless
streams, of artillery trains, wagons, and funeral
ambulauces, poured .down the roads from all the
camps, and plunged into the narrow funnel
which was our only hope of escape. And now
the exquisite truth flashed upon me. It was
absolutely necessary, for tho salvation of the
army and the cause, that our wounded and man-
gled braves, who lay meaning in physical agony
in our hospitals, should be deserted and left in
the hands of the enemy. Oh .' tho cruel horrors
of war. Do you wonder, my friends, that the
features of youth wrinkle, and that the strong
man's beard silvers soon, amid such scenes 7

The signature of ago indites itself full soon
upon the smoothest face of warriors and those
who witness war's cruelty. Ah, well, another
night of sorrow, without catastrophe. Officers
were on horseback nearly all night, ordering
the great caravan and its escorts. No wink of
sleep again ; no peace of mind for any who
realized the peril of our country in those blank
hours.

At daylight Gen. MeClellan was on the road.
Thousands of cattle, of wagons, and our im-

mense train of artillery, intermingled with
infantry, and great troops of cavalry, choked
up tho narrow road already. Gen. Sumner's,
Heintzelman's and Franklin's corps, under
Sumner's command, had been left to guard the
rear, with orders to fall back at daylight, and
hold tha enemy in check till night. A noble
army for sacrifice, and some. Oh how many,
must fall to save the re3t The very slightest
movement from tho front was critical. At no
point along the lino were we more than three-fourt-hs

of a mile from the enemy, and in front
ot bedgwick s lino, they were not over 000
yards distant, Tho slightest vibration at any
point was apt to thrill tho rebel tines Irom center
to wings. But fortunately, by skillful secrecy,
column after column was marched to the rear
Franklin first, Sedgwick next, then Richardson
aud Hooker, and lastly, the knightly Kearney.

--A. miln luul hnen swiftly traversed, whan these
splendid columns quickly turned at bay. The
moment was most thrilling, most trying to
stoutest nerves. The enemy, keen scented and
watchful, had discovered the retrograde, and
quick as thought wero swarming through our
lato impassable entanglements, and came yell
ing at our heels like insatiate savages, r ult
soon our camp3 had hived countless numbers
and red battle began to stamp his loot. Uallant
Burns was first to feel the shock. Ona of his
favorite regiments Baxter's Philadelphia Fire
Zouaves had been assigned to support a bat-
tery. As tho enemy advanced, it opened hotly
upon them, hut undismayed, thoy pressed to the
charge. JJ urns held hrm his men until the
enemy seemed almost ready to plunge upon the
guns. Then waving his sword, he ordered his
trusty fellows to firo. A basketful of cannister,
fearful volleys of musketry, and all who were
left of that slaughtered column of rebels fled
howling to the rear. Fresh masses poured out
and were sent surging back again until finally
thoy stood aloof, content to watch and wait a
happier moment to assail that desperate front
Meantime almost every vestige of camp furni-
ture which had been left in .camp had been
examined by the enemy with disappointment
and rage. We had destroyed all we could not
transport.

Toward noon the lino had retired several
miles and rested behind Savage Station to de-

stroy the public property which had accumulated
thero. A locomotive on the railway was started
swiftly down the road, with a train of cars, and
soon plunged madly into Chickahominy, a
mangled wreck. The match was applied to
stores of every description, and ammunition was
exploded, until nothing was left to appease the
rebel appetite for prey. Destruction wa3 com-

plete, and the ruins were more touchingly deso-

late amid the mangled victims of wats ruthless-nes- s,

who laid on tne hillside mourning the de-

parture of friends with whom they had bravely
fought. Would that such picturos could be
snafod un in the book of memory, never to be
opened to tho human heart. Many a maniy iet- -
low has told me smca that all human sorrow
seemed condensed into that one woful parting.
If it were ever mantul to shed tears, men might
then have wept like Niobe. Let us draw the
veil to hide wounds more agonizing than rude
weapon ever rent. Hundreds I don't know how
many were left upon tho green sward and in
our too limited hospitals, to wait tha cold chari
ties of bitter enemies.

The advance column and all tha mighty train
had now been swallowed in tho maw ot the
drearv forest. It swept onward, onward, fast
and furious like an avalanche. Every hour of
silence behind was ominous, but hours was
precious to us. Pioneer bands wero rushing
along in front, clearing and repairing our single
road; reconnoissance-officer- s were seeking new
rnntpi for a haven of rest and safety, ihe ene
my was in the rear pressing on with fearful
power. Ho could press down fankicard to our
fmnt. wittinp- off our retreat. Would such be
' ... . i , ji .i iiTLr. rv. lonr late-- The vanguara nau passeu t ujwj
hrirto-- and had risen to a fino defensive post
flanked bv White Oak swamps, where part of
tho train at least could rest. How sadly the
feeble ones needed it, those who having suspect
ed their friends were about to abandon them,
iriKitfifl rather to the strength of fear to lead
them to safety, than to the late which might
await them at tha hands ot the loe. uat tne
march was orderly as upon any less urgent (jay,
only swifter and marvelous, too, it seemed that
such caravans of wagon3, artillery, horsemen,
soldiers, camp followers, and all, should pras3
through that narrow road with so mtie coniu-

Twn miles bovond the bndgo tho column sua
denly halted. A tremor thnlled along the line
A moment more and the dull boom ot a cannon
nnd its echoing Bhell fell gnmly upon our ears
Wera we beleaguered ? An hour later, and
thnro was an cminous roar behind. Tho enemy
was thundering on our rear. I know that the
moment was painful to many, but no soldier's
heart seemed to shrink from tho desperats shock.
Back and forth dashed hot riders. Messengers
here, orders there, composure and decision
where it should bo, with determination to wrest
triumph from tho jaws of disaster. As yet
everything had prospered, and at noon a

hrifrhter rav flashed athwart our dreary horizon
Averill our dashing "Ashby" had moved
with the vanguard, met eight companies of the
Tfihel cavalry, charged them, routed them, pur
sued them miles beyond our reach, aud returned

I in Uiumph with sixty prisoners and horses,
1 leaving nino dead foes on tho field. Ho ex-

t

plained It modestly, but I saw old generals
thank him for tho gallant exploit not the first
of his youthful career. General Keyea nau
sent a section of artillery with the vanguard.
Averill's cavalry escorting it. The rebels
charged at the guns, not perceiving our cavalry,
which was screened by thickets. The artillery
crave them shell and canister, which checked
their mad career. Averill charged, and horse,
rider, and all were in one red burial Went Dead
horses are scattered over the filed, and dead men
lie nnder the shadows of the forests. We lost
but one brave trooper.

THE rURSLTT.
Headauarters. which had tarried near the

bridge, were now movod two miles beyond
Keyes' corps was forward. Sykes was guarding
our Hanks, Morreu was moviBg behind Keyes
Jb itz John Porter stood guard around the camp
Day was wearing away. An awtui tumult in
rear, as if the elements were contending, bad
been moving senses with exquisite power.
Foaming steeds and pushed riders dashed into
camp, stout bumner was holding his own.
The enemy was raging around him like fam
ished wolves. There seemed to be a toe behind
every tree ; but the old hero and his gallant sol
diers fought bke lions, ion coold see tne bale
ful fires of cannon flashing against the dasky
horizen, playing on the. surface of the evening
clouds like sharp magnetic lights. Long lines
of musketry vomited their furious volleys of
pestilentiaUead through tho forests, sweeping
scores of brave soldiers into the valley of the
shadow of death. And nature now, as if emu
lous of man's fury, flashed its red artillery, and
roiled its grand timnder over tne domes ot Kick-mon-d

now miles to the right of us. Moment
after moment elapsed before even practiced sol-

diers could decide which was the power of God,
and which the conflict of man, so strangely
similar were the twin reverberations. But the
sharp glare of electricity recorded the truth in
vivid lines of fire. No combination of the
dreadful in art and the magnificent in nature
was ever more solemnly impressive.

Nothing struck me so keenly dnnng all that
gloomy day and more desolate night, as the
thinly disguised uneasiness of those to whom
the country had intrusted its fate. It was well
that soldiers who carry muskets did not read
the agony traced upon the faee of that leader
whom they had learned to love. A few in that
gloomy bivouac folded their arms to sleep, but
most were too exhausted to enjoy that blessed
relief. That dreadful tumult, but a few short
miles in the distance, gaged till long after the
whip-poor-w- had commenced his plaintive
song. Late at night coaners, not irom tne neia,
dashed in with gild tidings. Sumner had beat-

en the enemy at every point, until they wero
lad to cease attack. The warrior was advised

bv Gen. MeClellan to retire quietly to our main
body, but the old man, game as a king eagle,
begged to be permitted to unve tne rebels horse.
Said a general to me, "Old Bull Sumaer didn't
want to quit. The game old fellow bad to be
ch-.ke- d off." Hereafter, ya carping critics,
when military faults are censured, bring not
Williamsburg up in judgment against heroic
Sumner. Nobly has he redeemed his name.

That battle in the forests was a contest of des- -

paration. A haughty and revengeful loe, con-

fident in vietory and numbers, pressed us to the
wall, and that spirit of resistance which should
inflame every army of the North against those
who war upon constitutional liberty, met mem
hand to hand, steel to steel, and drove them to
their dens. It was a Sunday battle.

heaven's artillery.
That night there was another strange meteor

ological phenomenon. I suppose it was about
midnight. The lights at headquarters were still
blazing. The commander wa? yet working with
unyielding devotion ; aids were still riding fast ;

but all else was silent. I had just fallen into
slumber the first during two weary nights
when I was startled by what we all thought was
the terrific uproar of battle. Again and again it
thundered, and rolled sublimely away off en the
borders of Chickahominy. For some moments
wo feared the enemy bad crossed the river be
hind our rear goard, and was destroying our
right wingin darkness. Many who suspected
they might be victims oi a amusion moe natu-
ral in that critical period, when nothing but the
sound of cannon and musketry had been the
most familiar sound of our camps for months
criticised their senses sharply, but still the up-

roar was so wonderfully like battle, that we
could not shake the opinion from our minds that
a night fight was going on. Five minutes
elapsed, I suppose, before the ragged crown of
a black cloud m the distance rearea liseu aoove
the forests, and dispelled the gloomy deception.
Morning beamed upon us again brilliantly but
hotly. We thanked heaven that it had not
rained. The enomy had not yet appeared in
our front. Sumner had bought off his splendid
command. Franklin was posted strongly on
the south bank of White Oak Creek, Heintsel-ma- n

was on his left, Keyes' corps was moving
wiftlv to James nver down the Charles City

and Quaker road. Porter and part of Sumner's
corps were following rapidly.

BATTLE OF SAVAGE STATION.

Movino to the rear to learn the fate of friends,
tho history of yesterday's bitter conflict was
sketched for me in the haggard features of the
wearv men who had fallen exhausted into their- . . . , r. r ,
forest bivouac lirave oiu oumners jace ooie
traces of tha exeonating nro ot bowe, dui uis
features were radiant with smiles. He was elo-

quent in his praises of bis command. " Burns
had borne the brunt of the fight, and he did it
maaniSeenlltt. sir." Sedgwick, who had been
sick for days, had stemmed tho torrent grimly.
His first words were, "U.,that was naros- - ngnt.
no showed himself a splendid soldier. Let the
world know his merits. Ha deserves all you can
say." Sedgwick seldom praises men. But he
is a gallant soldier himself, and he appreciates
merit. I found Gen. Burns stretched under a
lofty piro, and his warriors were slumbering
around him painfully. His eyes were hollow and
bloodshot, his handsome features pale and tbin ;
his beard and his clothing were clotted witn
blood ; his face wa$ bandaged, concealing a rag-
ged and painful wound in hi3 nether jaw. It
wa3 enough to make a sphynx weep to took
npon the work ot an awiui aay upon sucn a man.
His voice was husky from his exhortations and
battle cries, and tremulous with emotion, when
grasping my hand, he said with exquisite pathos,
" my friend, many of my poor fellows lie in
those forests. It is terrible to leave them thero.
Blackeney is wounded McGonegal is gone,
and many thero are who will see us no more.
Wn are hungry and exhansted, and the enemy

tho forest is full of people are thundering at
our heels. It is an awtui affliction, we wut
fight them, feeble as we aro but with what
hone T" To know such a man, to feel how keen
ly he realized the situation, to wach his quiver-
ing tin. and sad nlav of features, usually so
invnns oh. friends, it wa3 anguish itself. And
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there was a townsman oi youra mtuo, uu nun
imperishable honor. Wm. O. Jones, lieutenant
colonel, who but one short week ago took com-

mand of the 1st California regiment. He han-

dled it like a veteran, and behaved like a Bay-

ard. His new command, fired by his enthusi- -

dArinc even bevond their old Drowe6S,
riiMift rineds which General Sumner himself said
Antitlcd them to the glory of heroes. So hot
was tha fip-h- t and so hot the work, mas uones
onco fell headlong from his horse, from exhaust-

ion, but recovering soon, he resumed his sword
and nrrain led his gallant fellows to the charge., .i. r i. .1 :
Uen, iJurns speans so warmiy oi mo uuvvuvu
and hsroism of Geo. Hicks, of Camblos, and
Blakeney, and G.iffiiths, his stall and h colo- -

nnlii. Morehoad. Baxter, and Owen, their coun
trymen should know their worth, so aeugwiciw
speaks of his adjalant, Capt. Sedgwick, and of
Howe, hisaid. So Sumner speaks of Clark.and
nf Kidd. and of Tompkins, ot Uol. baity, ana
of all iu his command. In that fray Sedgwick's
division lost 600 men and 400 more of various
corns are not among their comrades. Gon.
Brooks also was wounded in the right leg, but
nnt senouslv. Tho enemy hrst attacked at
Orchard Station, near Fair Oaks, in the mora
ncr hnt wnrn soon driven off. At about noon

they returned in heavy force from the front of
Richmond, while a strong column was mruw"
across Chickahominy, at Alexander's bridge,
near the railway crossing. They first appeared
in tha prlfTA nf thn wnnds south of Trent's, and
opened upon our column on the Williamsburg
toad, with shell. At the same time they trained
a heavy gun upon our. line from the bndgo may

t..4 :,t,aZA Ti.ot. tim seamed deluded

with the belief that General MeClellan intended
to retreat to the Pamunkey, and all day lone
ihAv h.il Wmrr.had heavy columns from their

fmnt nf Richmond across New Bridge

to strengthen Jackson still more. Happy de-

lusion. .
Tho first shells exploded around and over the

hospitals at Savage Station, bntitia just to say
i t was not intentional. They next openod npon
a cluster of officers, including Sfcramer. Sedg
wick, Richardson, Burns, and their stamt, ariss-in- g

them, fortunately, but covering taem with
dust. Our own batteries were bow im Ml
clamor, aad both sides handled their gum skil-
fully. The object of the enemy seemed to W to
break our right center, aad consequently Bams'
brigade was the recipient of the prmeroal atao
of their favor. As the afternoon wove away,
the combatants drew eloser together, sad tao
conflict became one of the sharpest of the bat-
tles on Virginia soil. Two companies vi cao
regiment stampeded. Gen. Bams flung himstilf
across their track, waved Ins ballet Mattered
hat, expostulated, exhorted, estreated, threat
ened, imprecated, nnder a storm of load, and at
last, throwing his bat, in agony of despair, upon
the ground, begged them to rally oaoe mure.
and preserve tbem and him from dWraee. 1 lie
last appeal touehed them. The men whueied
with alacrity, and fought like heroes until tha
carnage ceased. Each regiment distinguished
itself so conspieiously, that in happier times
their names will be inscribed in sremtsi orders.
But there was such a number of nglatoats and
officers engaged that the record would make a
volume. Suffice it that none bat those I ex
pected, and who redeemed tbecaterves subte-qaeatl- y,

faltered in the fight. Soamer's corpt
held the held till Jtieitzeuaaa a corps had retire J,
and then moved quietly and swiftly back, undc-cove- r

of night and the forests, serosa Worci
Oak bridge.

Oar trains bad now passed White (Jak br;d
Seh an achievement, in sueh order, under the
circumstanced, might well be regarded wonJ?.
ml. The retreat was most ably con lu to j
Until this day (Monday) the eaemy.seems con
stantly to have operated upon the supposu. i

that our army was intending to retire to th ;

Pamunkey. They had been deluded into tins
belief by the 17th New York aad 18th Massa
chuaetts regiments, together with part of tha
1st, 2d, and 6th regular cavalry-- , wtnea had beea
sent out to Old Church on Thursday morning. . ,1 r .1 t 1uo mipiora tiro enemy who mat nwwn. r kL
parenthesis they retired safely to Yorktown,
and are now at Malvern Hill.) Bat oar tra
object must now have become apparent, anl
was vitally necessary to get the trains throu!i
before the enemy eould push mhtmrn down :ua
Charles City, Central and Newmarket roaC
But until eight o'clock in the nursing wr h&l
no knowledge ot any but the toafear rav' to

te point at which we now aimed Hardin j
Ending and Malvern Hill, in Turkey ivc i
harp reconnoissanee, however, bad found an

other, and soon our tremendous load fleet Wj.i
ailing down two roads, and our long aitukrr

train of 250 guns, and equipments were Ian.-berin- g

after them with furious but orderly saeoi.
So perfect was the order although to an at --

practiced eye it would have seemed tha eaata-sio- n

of Babel that the roads wore htocwanoi
but two or three times. The topography of tax
country had now become such that iafaatry
could march through the woods m parallel an i
on both sides of the trains, while White Odk
swamp fortunately protected oar leaks Iron'
cavalry. We were getting on adauraoqr, ana
was apparent that the whole army woail W
safely in position before sunset unless tin em?
my should attack.

BATTLE OF WHITE OAK SWAMP.

About 10 o'clock, Gen. McCtelkn aaghoi to
the river, eommuirieatine- - with Coat. BoskaM,
and had the gunboat fleet posted to sM as
against the enemy. The cause was desperate,
but it was a relief to reach the river when wo
coukl turn at bay with our rear protected by aW
James, and flanks partially eovered by gaa--
boats. Tiding3, however, had been reeeivoa
that the enemy was pushing swiftly upon as aa
several columns ot immense numbers, aapa-rentl- y

determined to crash as, or drive as iato
the river that night. They opened fiercely with
shell upon Smith's division at White Oak bridge.
After burning down the house, of a good soesa-sioni- st

and breaking his leg, the enemy esteai-e- d

bis line of fire and soon eagaged ow entire
rear raard. striking at IS locum, who was gnara--
isg against a flank movement designed to cat
onr column in twain.

T.nnr-- before this onr vanguard had dwoweaou
from tha road into the field before Taifcay Baad,
and our reserve artillery was powerfaUy aosax I

on Malvern hill, a magnificent blaff, eeveda ;

Hardin's Landing, where our gaaboata wei
cruising. Here was a glorious proseeet Thoaa
our gallant fellows were bravely hoknag Vi
fierce enemy at bay to cover the swiftly Meaatcg
trains, it was clear our troubles were sot oaoVsu .

We had again deceived the enemy by going; t
Turkey Bend. He had imagined we wm
marching to New Market, destined to a poiat oni
Cliff Bottom road near Fort Darling. It wir
not far away, and the enemy was massing-hi- s

troops npon us on the left, aad on oar new
front for when we arrived at Malvern hill, tha
wings of the army as organized were-rovara- .
Keyes taking the right, Porter's corps the left
as we faced Richmond. Onr one aow described
a great arc and there was fighting aroand thfe
fourths of the perimeter.

Gen. MeClellan, who had already eomauu --

cated with the gunboats, returned from the froi :
to Milvern Hills, which were made his

and dispositions for a final eawr-genc- y

were made. Fitz John Porter, was.
marebed from the valley under the Mil to iv
Doation on the western crest of tho aiH, where.
he eould rake the plains toward Richmmd On?
splendid artillery was picturesquely pewed ia
fan shape at salient points, and its saafOrH
were disposed in admirable cover ia hollows be-

tween undulations of the bluff. Powerful con-

centrating batteries were also posted ia the cen
ter so that, to use the language ot cot. owazer,

we'll clothe this hdl in sheets ot aarna aeior.
they take it." It was a magnificent spoesao.e.
You see, friend, bow desperate was the hcur.
The roar of combat grow tremendous as the af-

ternoon wore away. There was bo tiase then
nor afterwards to ascertain dispoaitioas of par
ticnlar organizations. They were thrown to-

gether wherever emergeney demanded. Whit
Oak bridge, the Quaker road, Charles CSty road,
the banks ot Turkey crees, wero wtwwx u
smoke and flame, iron and load crashing
through forests and men like a destroyiag fast i.
Un. A masked battery which had aaane i
from the swamp under Malvern Hffl, began, t

prove inconvenient to Porter. It plowed anl
crashed through some of our wagons, aad d.: -

tor bed groups ot omcers in me spwBtre p
Malvern mansion.

Thn tmnhoat Galena, anchored on taa oppo

site side of Turkey island, aad tha Awstook,
cruising at the head of tne isiana, ofammn uipu
ports and plunged their awful motor into tho
rebel cover with Titanic force. Toward sunset
the earth quivered with the tenrmc eoacassii.im
of artillery, and huge explosions, iao va
serial auditorium seemed convulsed with the
commotion of frightful sounds. Shells raced
like dark meteors athwart the horizon, crossing;
each other at eccentric angles, exploding; into
deadily iron hail and tantastic pans ot satoae,
until other was displaced by a vast efcxiJ of
white tumas, through which eveathe fierce blaza
of a setting summer's sun could hat grimly pen-

etrate. Softly puffing above the dark eanalnuf
fnrest which masked the battle-fiel-d, there was
another fleece which struggled through the densa
foliage like heavy mist clouds, and streaming
npward in curious eddies wnu tne ever vaiyms;
current of tho winds, mingled with, aad ab-

sorbed the canopy of smoke which floated from
the surtaca of the plains and nver. abb "sf
stained sun, sinking majestically into the h"M- -
zon behind Richmond, burmsneu tne
gossamer with lurid aad golden gfory! aa
fantastic columns capriciously whiffed upfront
the woods, they were suddenly transformed into
pillars of lamoent name, ramaui wnu "i"13""
beauty, which would soon separate into a tnoa-san- d

picturesque forms and fade into dim opac-

ity. But the convulsion beneath was not a
spectacle ior cuitvus oreo.

The forms of smoke-maske-d warriors, Ida
gleam of muskets on the plains, where soldiena

were disengaged ; tho artistic order of aaotto ea
Malvern Hill, the wild career of wiWor hot
men plunging to and from and across fee field,,

formed ascene of exciting grandeur. In tbo
foreat where eyes did not penetrate, there was.
nothing but the exhilarating and exhausting,
spasm of battle. Baleful fires biased amoag tha
trees, and death struck many shining marks.
Our haggard man stood there with grand oatav
age, fighting more like creatures of loftier aMmld

than men. Wearied and jaded, and hungry aad
thirsty, beset by almost oonntless foes, they
cheered and fought, and charged into the very
jaws of death, until veteran soldiers fairly wept
at their devotion. It was wonderful how ' u .

noble fellows firaght ; wonderful how their h . i. .
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